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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

Alter more than lour years of ivar of des¬ 

truction against the Democratic Republic of 

Viet Nam and nearly six months of tergiver¬ 

sation at the Paris talks, President Lyndon 

B.Johnson had to declare on the night of 

October 31, 1968 an unconditional cessation 

of the bombing and shelling of the whole terri¬ 

tory of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam 

as from the next day. 

Why did Washington launch this war of 

destruction? Has it reached its objectives? Why 

has it had to unconditionally stop its bombing 

and shelling? What is the significance of this 

measure ? 

The official documents gathered in this 

booklet give the ansivers to these questions. 

They also help the reader better understand 

the position and attitude of the Vietnamese 

people as a whole regarding the settlement of 

the Vietnamese problem. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE 

HANOI — 1968 
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PRESIDENT HO CIII MINH’S 

APPEAL 

TO THE NATION 

Fellow-countrymen and fighters all over the country, 

Under the impact of the great victories won by our 

armed forces and people in both parts of our coun¬ 

try, especially in the South, since early spring this 

year, the United States Government was forced on 

November ist, 1968 to end unconditionally its bomb¬ 

ing and shelling of the whole territory of the Demo¬ 

cratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

Thus, after four years of extremely heroic fighting 

our armed forces and people have won a glorious 

victory, having shot down more than 3,200 aircraft, 

set afire over a hundred big and small war vessels 

and defeated the American imperialists’ war of 

destruction against the North of our country. 

9 

# 



That is a victory of very momentous significance 

for our people’s great resistance to XJ.S. aggression, 

for national salvation. 

The American imperialists had thought that with 

the savage destructive power of bombs and shells 

they would be in a position to weaken the North, 

prevent the great rear from supporting the great 

front and impair the combat capacity of the South. 

But, in fact, as the North fought against the Amer¬ 

ican aggressors, it grew stronger and steadier in 

every respect and unceasingly gave wholehearted 

assistance to the liberation struggle of their heroic 

fellow countrymen in the South. Similarly, our South¬ 

ern kith and kin’s unity and strength and successes 

have been increasing at the same rate as the intensity 

of their struggle. That victory is due to our Party’s 

revolutionary line, to our people’s ardent patriotism 

and the strength of their unity and determination to 

fight and win, to the excellence of our socialist 

regime. It goes to the common credit of our armed 

forces and people in both South and North. That is 

also a victory of the peoples of the fraternal socialist 

countries and our friends in the five continents. 

On this occasion, on behalf of the Party and the 

Government, I warmly praise our compatriots and 

fighters all over the country, and sincerely thank 

the fraternal socialist countries, friendly countries 

10 

far and near, and the world people, including pro¬ 

gressive people in the United States, for their great 

help and their sympathy and support. 

Dear fellow-countrymen and fighters, 

We have defeated the war of destruction of the 

American imperialists in the North. But this is only 

an initial victory. The American imperialists are 

very obdurate and perfidious. They talk of " peace” 

and “negotiation” while persisting in their dark 

aggressive designs. More than a million American, 

puppet and satellite troops are still daily commit¬ 

ting untold crimes against our Southern compatriots. 

Therefore, the sacred duty of our entire people at 

present is to stiffen our determination to fight 

and win, our resolve to liberate the South, 

defend the North and proceed towards peaceful 

national reunification. 

So long as there remains an aggressor on our soil, 

we must continue our fight and wipe him out. 

Our heroic people and fighters in the South, under 

the glorious banner of the National Front for 

Liberation, are staging uninterrupted offensives and 

uprisings and resolutely advance towards complete 

victory. 
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Our armed forces and people in the North are 

bending all their efforts on patriotic emulation to 

build socialism and fulfil their obligations towards 

their Southern kith and kin, constantly sharpening 

their vigilance, practising self-reliance, and increasing 

their strength and readiness to fight and frustrate all 

new schemes of the enemy. 

We are confident that our people’s resistance to 

American aggression, for national salvation, will 

enlist ever-growing sympathy, support and help from 

the peoples of the fraternal countries and all over 

the world, including progressive people in the United 

States. 

After nearly a century of colonial servitude and 

over twenty years of resistance to imperialist wars 

of aggression, our people, more than any other, have 

deeply at heart peace which is needed for national 

construction. But it must be genuine peace in 

independence and freedom. 

That is why we firmly demand that: 

— The United States Government put an end to 

its war of aggression against Viet Nam and defini¬ 

tively abstain from all encroachments on the sover¬ 

eignty and security of the Democratic Republic of 

Viet Nam ; 

— All American and satellite troops be withdrawn 

from South Viet Nam ; 
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— The internal affairs of South Viet Nam be 

settled by the South Vietnamese people themselves 

in accordance with the Political Program of the 

National Front for Liberation, without foreign 

interference; 

— The reunification of Viet Nam be resolved by 

the people of the two zones. South and North, 

without foreign intervention. 

Dear fellow-countrymen and fighters, 

Many hardships and sacrifices still lie ahead of 

us, but our people's great resistance to American 

aggression, for national salvation, is progressing at 

a brisk pace towards victory. The Fatherland calls 

on us to rush enthusiastically forward and win com¬ 

plete victory over the American aggressors ! 

The American imperialists will certainly be defeated! 

Our people will certainly win! 

Hanoi, November 3, 19^8 
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STATEMENT 

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 

ON 

THE UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION OF THE 

BOMBING AND SHELLING BY THE UNITED 

STATES OF THE WHOLE TERRITORY OF 

THE D.R.V.N. 

Over the past fourteen years, in disregard of its 

pledge concerning the Geneva Agreements on Viet 

Nam, the United States has been ceaselessly inter¬ 

vening in, and pursuing an aggression against, the 

southern part of our country in an attempt to turn it 

into an American colony and military base and to 

prolong the partition of Viet Nam. Since the beginning 

of 1965, it has committed an American expeditionary 

force and satellite troops to South Viet Nam to step up 

the war of aggression there; at the same time it 

undertook air and naval bombardments against the 

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam in the hope of extri¬ 

cating itself from a losing position and a quagmire in 

the South, and of subduing the Vietnamese people. 
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Under the clearsighted leadership of the South Viet 

Nam National Front for Liberation, our Southern 

compatriots have been fighting with admirable 

gallantry, dealing repeated and heavy blows at the 

enemy, winning ever - greater victories, especially 

since the generalized offensives and simultaneous 

uprisings of Spring 1968; they have driven the Amer¬ 

ican imperialists deep into a passive and defensive 

position, and shaken to its foundations the puppet 

administration and army. 

The North Vietnamese people have put up a heroic 

resistance to the war of destruction waged by the 

American imperialists, prevented them from attaining 

their objectives and, moreover, caused them very heavy 

losses with over 3,200 modern aircraft shot down. In 

war conditions the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam 

has not ceased to grow up, her economic and military 

potentials have been constantly strengthened, and her 

national unity has become more solid than ever. 

The fraternal socialist countries, peace-loving people 

in the world and progressive people in the United 

States, standing on the side of justice, have been reso¬ 

lutely supporting the Vietnamese people against the 

aggression of the American imperialists, which has 

aggravated the latter’s isolation. 

Confronted with an irremediable situation in Viet 

Nam and tremendous difficulties arising from the Viet 

Nam war, and under the pressure of world and Amer¬ 

ican opinion, the United States Government has been 

forced to announce the complete cessation of air, 
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naval and artillery bombardments against the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

The fact that its United States has had to stop 

unconditionally its bombardments on the entire terri¬ 

tory of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam after 

piling up in four years monstrous crimes against 

the people in the North, and after blocking the 

progress of the Paris talks for five months, consti¬ 

tutes a great victory of the Vietnamese people in both 

zones. It is also a great victory of the socialist camp, 

the national-liberation movement and the peace 

movement, a great victory of the people throughout 

the world, including progressive people in the United 
States. 

After the unconditional ending of bombardments 

by the United States on the entire territory of the 

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the D.R.V.N. 

Government will discuss with the American side 

“ other problems of concern to the two sides ” with a 

view to a political settlement of the Vietnamese pro¬ 

blem. In agreement with the Central Committee of 

the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, 

the D.R.V.N. Government declares its readiness to 

participate in a conference between representatives of 

the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the South Viet 

Nam National Front for Liberation, the United States 

and the Saigon administration. The presence of the 

representatives of this administration at the said 

conference does not involve recognition of fit by the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

2 — Viet Nam 17 

i 



lhe South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation 

is the organizer and leader of the South Vietnamese 

people in the struggle against U.S. aggression, for 

national salvation; it has liberated four-fifths of the 

South Viet Nam territory with a population of over 

ten million; it possesses powerful armed forces, and 

enjoys great prestige at home and abroad. The South 

\ iet Nam National hront for Liberation is the authen¬ 

tic representative of the South Vietnamese people j it 

is competent to settle all problems concerning South 
Viet Nam. 

Clearly, the present Saigon administration is only 

an instrument which the American imperialist aggres- 

sois are using to achieve neo-colonialism in South 

Viet Nam. It is countering all the legitimate aspirations 

of the South Vietnamese people. It represents nobody. 

The position of the Vietnamese people on a settle¬ 

ment of the Vietnamese problem is the Four Points 

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet 

Nam and the Political Program of the South Viet 

Nam National Front for Liberation. It is an independ¬ 

ence and peace position consistent with the fun¬ 

damental principles of the 1954 Geneva Agreements 

on Viet Nam. The Government of the Democratic 

Republic of Viet Nam and the Vietnamese people 

demand that the United States stop its war of 

aggression in Viet Nam, end once for all every 

encroachment on the sovereignty and security 

of the D.R.V.N. They firmly demand that the 

United States withdraw all American and satellite 

troops from South Viet Nam, liquidate all American 
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military bases there, and let the South Vietnamese 

people settle themselves their own affairs in accord¬ 

ance with the Political Program of the South Viet 

Nam National Front for Liberation, without foreign 

interference. 

To reach a correct political settlement of the Viet¬ 

namese problem, the United States Government should 

renounce all schemes for intervention and aggression 

against Viet Nam and respect the Vietnamese people's 

fundamental national rights. So long as the United 

States persists in its aggression against Viet Nam, the 

Vietnamese people will fight on until complete victory. 

The Government of the Democratic Republic of 

Viet Nam warmly commends the people throughout 

the country who, united as one man, have been 

fighting with boundless courage and recorded 

brilliant victories. The fact that the United States 

has had to halt unconditionally its bombard¬ 

ments on the whole territory of the D.R.V.N. 

represents a tremendous victory, but iust an initial 

one, in our entire people’s struggle against U.S. 

aggression, for national salvation. The American 

imperialists’ cruelty and perfidy will grow in propor¬ 

tion to their defeats. They are still posing a threat to 

North Viet Nam, stepping up their aggression against 

South Viet Nam, and committing new crimes every 

day against our Southern fellow-countrymen. The Viet¬ 

namese people as a whole are resolved to strength¬ 

en their unity, heighten their vigilance, overcome 

all hardships, make every sacrifice, and in response 

to the appeal of President Ho Chi Minh and that of 
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the Central Committee of the South Viet Nam National 

Iront for Liberation, to fight and defeat the enemy 

so as to liberate the South, defend the North, proceed 

towards the peaceful reunification of the country, and 

contribute to the maintenance of peace in Asia and 
the world. 

Let the armed forces and people in the North 

uphold their glorious fighting tradition, stand ready to 

foil all schemes of the American imperialists against the 

North, and bend all their energies so that the latter 

fulfils its obligations as the great rear to the great front, 

thus deserving to be the revolutionary base of the 
whole country! 

Let our heroic Southern fellow-countrymen raise 

higher their strong and winning position in the current 

period of generalized offensives and uprisings, over¬ 

come all difficulties and obstacles, unflinchingly fight 

until complete victory, build an independent, demo¬ 

cratic, peaceful, neutral and prosperous South Viet 

Nam, and advance towards the peaceful reunification 
of our fatherland! 

dhe Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet 

Nam expresses its deep gratitude to the fraternal so¬ 

cialist countries, the Governments and peoples of peace- 

and justice-loving countries, progressive people in the 

United States and world democratic organizations for 

their constant support and assistance to the Vietnamese 

people in their struggle against U.S. aggression, for 
national salvation. 

The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet 

Nam calls on brothers and friends all over the five 
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continents to increase their support and assistance to 

the Vietnamese people until complete victory, and to 

demand resolutely that the United States put an end 

to its aggression in Viet Nam, to every encroachment 

on its part upon the sovereignty and security of the 

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, withdraw all Amer¬ 

ican and satellite troops from South Viet Nam, liqui¬ 

date all American military bases there, and respect 

the South Vietnamese people’s right to settle them¬ 

selves their own affairs in accordance with the 

Political Program of the South Viet Nam National 

Front for Liberation, without foreign interference. 

The Vietnamese people will surely be victorious ! 

The U.S. imperialist aggressors will surely be 

defeated! 

Long live a peaceful, united, independent, demo¬ 

cratic, prosperous and strong Viet Nam ! 

Hanoi, November 2, 1968 



STATEMENT 

OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 

THE VIET NAM FATHERLAND FRONT 

CONCERNING 

THE UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION OF THE 

BOMBING AND SHELLING BY THE UNITED 

STATES OF THE WHOLE TERRITORY OF 

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 

In the face of its critical situation and enormous 

difficulties arising from its aggressive war in Viet Nam 

and under the ever-stronger pressure of world and 

American opinions, the U.S. Government had, on No¬ 

vember i, 1968, to put an unconditional end to its 

bombing and shelling of the whole territory of the 

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

This is a victory of considerable significance for our 

people’s great struggle against U.S. aggression, for na¬ 

tional salvation. 

Thus, after over four years piling up towering cri¬ 

mes against our people in the North, the war of de¬ 

struction waged by the United States has met with a 
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amentable failure. At variance with their foolish cal 

culations, the American aggressors' bombs and bullets 

have proved incapable of bringing the heroic Vietnam¬ 
ese people to their knees. On the contrary, the armed 

forces and people in the North shot down more than 

3,200 American aircraft, and sunk or set afire well 

over a hundred big and small warships. In the teeth 

o le wai, the North has steadily pushed ahead social- 

1st construction and actively fulfilled its obligations as 
the big rear towards the big front. As they fought the 

armed forces and people in the South have become 

stronger and registered greater and greater successes ; 

now they are going on with their uninterrupted offen¬ 

sives and uprisings, driving the American aggressors 

and their puppets deeper into a passive and defensive 
position, a critical situation with no way out. 

This victory is due to the correct revolutionary line 

of the Viet Nam Workers’ Party headed by esteemed 

resident Ho Chi Minh, to the profound patriotism and 

the unity of our entire people determined to fight and 

win, and to the excellence of the socialist regime. It is the 

common victory of the armed forces and people in both 

parts of our country, a common victory of the fraternal 

socialist countries and of the world people as well. 

The \ iet Nam Fatherland Front Central Committee 

warmly commends the armed forces and people all 

over the country for their valiant fighting and glorious 

victory. On behalf of the Vietnamese people, it sincerely 

thanks the peoples of the fraternal socialist countries 

and peace-and justice-loving people the world over, 

including progressive people in the United States, for 
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their active support and assistance to the Vietnamese 

people’s struggle against U.S. aggression, for national 
salvation. 

Clearly, the U.S. imperialists are doomed to fail, 

but they have not yet given up their aggressive design. 

They are still posing a threat to the North, intensifying 

their criminal war in the South, obdurately clinging 

to this part of our country in an attempt to perpetu¬ 

ate the partition of our fatherland. However, no brutal 

force, no perfidious scheme can prevent our people 

from winning final victory. We deeply cherish peace 

but that must be peace in independence and freedom. 

So long as the U.S. imperialists obstinately continue 

their aggression against our country, all our thirty-one 

million compatriots will resolutely carry on their pa¬ 

triotic war until there is not the shadow of a single 
aggressor on our soil. 

Warmly responding to President Ho Chi Minh’s 

appeal on November 3, 1968, and subscribing and 

lending unreserved support to the Statement of the 

D.R.V.N Government and that of the South Viet Nam 

N.F.L. Central Committee, the Viet Nam Fatherland 

Front Central Committee resolutely demands that the 

U.S. imperialists put an end to their aggressive war 

in Viet Nam, cease once for all every encroachment 

on the D.R.V.N. sovereignty and security, withdraw 

all American and satellite troops from, and liquidate 

all American military bases in, South Viet Nam, and 

let the South Vietnamese people settle themselves 

their own affairs in accordance with the Political 
Program of the South Viet Nam N.F.L. without 
foreign interference. 

1 
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The South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation 
is the organizer and leader of the South Vietnamese 
people in their fight against U.S. aggression, for 
national salvation; it resolutely struggles for the 
interests and aspirations of the fourteen million South 
Vietnamese, possesses powerful forces and enjoys very 
high prestige at home and abroad. It has thus become 
the authentic representative of the South Vietnamese 
people, and is competent to settle all problems concern¬ 
ing South Viet Nam. 

Dear fellow-countrymen ard fighters throughout the 

country, 

Our people have defeated the American imperialists’ 
war of destruction in the North. But this is only an 
initial success as the South of our country is not yet 
liberated. Our resistance to U.S. aggression still has to 
stand hard trials. As President Ho Chi Minh has point¬ 
ed out, ‘' The sacred duty of our entire people at present 
is to stiffen our determination to fight and win, our 
resolve to liberate the South, defend the North and 
proceed towards peaceful national reunification. ” 

In order to fulfil this heavy and glorious task, all 
political parties, mass organizations and other member 
organizations of the Viet Nam Fatherland Front must 
bring into play the strength of our national unity 
under the glorious banner of the Viet Nam Workers’ 
Party, stimulate our seventeen million compatriots in 
the North to devote themselves to socialist construc¬ 
tion and give active support to the front so as to 
ensure complete victory over the U.S. aggressors, to 
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emulate one another in fulfilling the 1968 State plan, 
step up agricultural and industrial production, success¬ 
fully organize the material and moral life of the 
people, constantly heighten their vigilance, actively 
build up national defence, push up civilian air defence, 
promote order and security, protect the property of 
the State and the people, stand ready to foil the 
enemy’s new plots, step up international activities and 
enlist greater support and assistance from the world’s 
people. 

Tn the flush of our past victories, let our fellow- 
countrymen and fighters throughout the country 
enhance their revolutionary spirit and heroically 
march forward in order to bring our resistance 
against U.S. aggression, for national salvation, to 
complete success. 

Let our people in both North and South 
closely unite! 

All for our victory over the U.S. aggressors! 

The U.S. imperialists are doomed to fail! 

We will certainly win! 

Long live a peaceful, united, independent, 
democratic, prosperous and strong Viet Nam! 

Hanoi, November 3, 1968 
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COMMUNIQUE 

OF THE VJET NAM PEOPLE’S ARMY 
HIGH COMMAND 

ON 

THE VICTORY 
OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMED 

FORCES AND PEOPLE OVER THE U.S. 

IMPERIALISTS’ WAR OF DESTRUCTION 

I'or more than four years, while intensifying their 
>f of aggression in South Viet Nam, the U.S. impe¬ 
sts recklessly and frantically waged a war of 
d ruction against the North in an attempt to retrieve 
ir predicament in the South. 

In execution of this strategic scheme they mobilized 
isiderable air and naval forces, and used all kinds 
modern equipment and techniques and countless 

vage methods in their round-the-clock attacks on 
■ whole territory of North Viet Nam. 

I'liey committed to the Vietnamese battlefield a 
uir force with thousands of up-to-date planes. To 

ilu! at the North they employed more than forty 
; °* aircraft ranging from the F. 105 and the F. 4 

1 lie latest of their creations such as the swing-winged 
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F. m-A and the B. 52 strategic bomber. Since April 

1968 American planes flew a monthly average of 

10,000 sorties against Nghe An, Ha Tinh and Quang 

Binh provinces and Vinh Linh area. 

In terms of naval forces, the U.S. imperialists had 

deployed the whole of the Seventh Fleet, their biggest, 

reinforced with many units of other fleets. Almost all 

their aircraft-carriers were commissioned in rotation. 

For our fatherland's independence and freedom, for 

socialism our armed forces and people, united millions 

as one, have risen up valiantly to conduct an extensive 

and marvellous people’s war. With courage and 

resourcefulness in fighting they have overcome all 

obstacles and hardships, foiled every step of war 

escalation, every scheme and manoeuvre of the enemy 

and defeated the war of destruction of U.S. 

aggressor imperialism. 

In attacking the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 

the American imperialists committed extremely serious 

and ferocious war crimes : 

They brazenly flouted international law and en¬ 

croached upon a socialist country, an independent and 

sovereign one. 

They cynically resorted to barbarous methods and 

weapons of all kinds, including steel-pellet, napalm 

and phosphorous bombs and toxic chemicals, to mas¬ 

sacre our compatriots, and indiscriminately struck at 

schools, hospitals, churches, temples, pagodas, dykes, 

dams, etc. 

They poured on the North of our country nearly 

one million tons of bombs and shells, more than the 
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amount used in the three years of the Korean War 

and many times more than that dropped on Japan 

during the Second World War, 

The crimes they perpetrated against our people 

topped those of the Hitlerite fascists in ferocity. The 

Vietnamese people and progressive mankind will never 

forget these barbarous crimes. The U.S. imperialists 

will be condemned for ever by histor\'. 

The crueller they grew, the more the armed forces 

and people in both parts of our country hated them, 

the more closely we united, and the stronger was our 

resolve to defeat them. 

By unleashing the war of destruction against North 

Viet Nam the U.S. imperialists believed they could 

intimidate our people and shake their determination 

to resist aggression, wreck socialist construction in 

the North, prevent the North Vietnamese from ren¬ 

dering active support to their kith and kin in the 

South, and boost the sinking morale of the puppet 

army and administration. 

Facts, however, evolved altogether against their 

dark designs. All their basic strategic objectives were 

foiled. The more the U.S. imperialists struck at the 

North, the closer the blood-sealed relations between 

North and South became. The armed forces and 

people in the two zones have kept their pledge: 

,fWhenever the South appeals the North responds; 

whenever the North appeals the South responds. For 

one blow the Americans invaders deliver at the North, 

the armed forces and people in the South will deal 

them five or ten in return. ” As a result, the U.S» 

t 
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imperialists suffered a lamentable defeat in both 
parts of our country. 

In the South, although they had brought the 

“limited war’’ of aggression to a pitch and the 

American, puppet and satellite troop-strength to 

1,200,000 men, the people and their armed forces 

maintained and reinforced their offensive position, 

breaking the enemy’s repeated strategic counter¬ 

offensives and drove them into a defensive and passive 
posture. 

Since early spring this year, on the impetus of 

their victories, they unleashed generalized offensives 

and simultaneous uprisings and recorded unprecedent¬ 

edly great and all-sided successes. 

Within eight months, our armed forces and people 

attacked a series of big and small urban centers, 

including Saigon, Hue and Da Nang, and liberated 

vast populated rural areas; they killed, wounded and 

captured more than half a million enemy troops, 

among which number nearly 180,000 of the United 

States and its satellites, shot down or destroyed on 

the ground more than 5,000 aircraft, and damaged 

more than 10,000 military vehicles, including over 

6,000 tanks and armoured cars. 

This historic victory has brought about a new 

situation very favourable to us and utterly unfavour¬ 

able to the enemy. 

The position of the armed forces and people of South 

Viet Nam has become increasingly steadier and their 

strength has not ceased to grow. 
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The enemy’s strategic disposition has been upset. 

Reduced to a more defensive and passive position, 

they were encircled and attacked in all battlefields. 

Their forces sustained heavy losses and their morale 

has been continuously sinking. The failure of the 
American imperialists is obvious. 

In the North our armed forces and people recorded 

tremendous victories. Up to November 1, 1968, they 

brought down 3,243 U.S. aircraft and killed, wounded 

or captured some thousand pilots. They had on 

143 occasions sunk or damaged enemy warships and 

comma ndo-boats. 

Fighting and building abreast, in bitter war condi¬ 

tions, the North has continued to grow up. Socialist 

construction has been maintained and developed. Our 

economic potential has been strengthened. 

Our national defence capacity has expanded consid¬ 

erably. 

Communications and transport went on uninter¬ 

rupted, linking the rear to the front. 

Public security and order was insured. Our 

people’s livelihood remained stable. 

As it resisted, the North found itself in better 

shape to defend itself and fulfil its historical mission 

as the revolutionary base of the whole country and the 

great rear of the great front — heroic South Viet Nam. 

The victory of our armed forces and people in 
frustrating the U.S, imperialists’ war of destruc¬ 
tion takes 011 a great strategic significance. 

First, in defeating the war of destruction we have 

shattered a strategic scheme of the enemy, foiling a 
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component part of their war of aggression against our 

fatherland and dealing a heavy blow at their aggressive 

will. This is the common victory of our armed forces 

and people throughout the country, a victory due to the 

militant solidarity between North and South. With the 

fighting tradition of our heroic people and the strength 

of our unity, we have defeated the American imperialists' 

war of destruction, have been registering great successes 

in the South and will certainly achieve complete victory. 

Second, our victory over the war of destruction 

constitutes a setback for a new type of the American 

imperialists’ war of aggression. Thoroughly grasping 

and successfully carrying out the political and military 

lines of our Party, we brought into full play the integra¬ 

ted strength and great effectiveness of people’s war and 

got the better of an important air and naval force of the 

United States, the brutal chieftain of all imperialisms. 

Parallel to the heavy failure of over 1,200,000 Ame¬ 

rican, puppet and satellite troops in the South, the 

“supremacy of the U.S. Air Force ” has been debunked 

in the North. This illustrates the invincible strength 

of people’s war and the lamentable bankruptcy cf 

imperialism’s outmoded military science; this also 

proves our people’s capability to defeat any type of 

aggressive war by any imperialism that dares to> 

invade our fatherlanl. 

Third, the repeated and great victories won in both 

parts of our country have instilled more confidence 

into our people and strengthened their determination 

to fight until final victory. They have filled our bro¬ 

thers and friends in all the five continents with joy 

34 

and enthusiasm, and struck fear into the enemy. The 

series of heavy setbacks sustained by the United States 

in Viet Nam has had a serious impact on its political 

and economic situation and disastrously impaired its 

prestige in the world. 

The above victories were due to: 

The very sound and creative political and military 

lines and the conduct of the war of our Party headed 

by President Ho Chi Minh; 

The excellence and solidity of our socialist regime ; 

The iron determination to fight and win and the un¬ 

shakable unity of our armed forces and people; 

The encouragement and wholehearted assistance 

given us by the fraternal socialist countries and our 

friends in all continents. 

On this occasion the Viet Nam People’s Army High 

Command warmly praises and mentions the accom¬ 

plishments of all the people’s armed forces which have 

ceaselessly reinforced their build-up and recorded 

resounding achievements and feats of arms, thus fur¬ 

ther highlighting their nature and tradition, that of 

fighters faithful to the Party, devoted to the people, 
capable of fulfilling any task, overcoming any 
difficulty and defeating any enemy. 

The air defence forces in the three categories of 

the armed forces—from militia units to A.A. artillery, 

missile, air force and radar units—harmoniously co¬ 

ordinated their action ; fighting with intrepidity and 

resourcefulness, they wove a dense anti-aircraft net¬ 

work, frustrated enemy attacks under all circumstances 
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and efficaciously defended the air space and terri¬ 

torial waters of the North of our country. 

The anti-aircraft artillery units, valiant and 

indomitable, who carried into effect the “ aim straight 

at the enemy ” * watchword and increased their ability 

as they fought, have deserved being the main force in 

the struggle against the enemy’s war of destruction. 

The missile units have grown up quickly and, with 

resourcefulness, initiative and courage, got the better 

of enemy tactical and strategical aircraft. 

The air force units, young but heroic and resourceful, 

have highly developed the power of technical equipment 

at their disposal, applied a versatile and original com¬ 

bat method and won victories in all their engagements. 

The radar units have continually raised their 

technical standard and with courage and sang-froid 

efficaciously fulfilled their combat duty. 

The engineer and military transport units, 
together with other communication and trans¬ 
port units and youth shock-brigades, struggled 

steadfastly day and night and achieved exploits all 

over our communication network, maintaining in good 

order the arteries linking the rear to the front, one 

region to another and ours to the fraternal countries. 

They thus met the requirements of the fighting, of 

production and of the people’s livelihood. 

* Order of A.A. company political instructor Nguyen Viet 
Xuan to Iris unit when enemy planes dived on his batteries 
in Movember 1964. Since then it has become a fighting slogan 
of the North Vietnamese armed forces and people. (Pub). 
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The naval units, which fought with exceptional cour¬ 

age, have made an active contribution to the defence 

of our fatherland’s territorial waters and air space, 

and dealt telling blows at enemy warships and aircraft. 

The artillery units, which had developed their tra¬ 

dition of fighting with endurance, remarkably fulfil¬ 

led their duty, delivering accurate and thundering 

blows at enemy warships and land-based cannons. 

The signal units courageously and constantly main¬ 

tained the lines in the course of fierce battles. 

The infantry units ceaselessly increased their fight¬ 

ing capacity, evinced marvellous gallantry in emulating 

one another, and successfully accomplished every task. 

The regional troops, people’s security armed 
forces and people’s security forces, who had closely 

co-ordinated their action with the regular troops and 

the militia and self-defence units, recorded outstanding 

exploits, shooting down American aircraft, capturing 

pilots, punishing spies and commandos, and maintain¬ 

ing order and security. 

The militia and self defence units composed of 

courageous and able young and old people, men and 

women of all religious beliefs, of the mountain regions 

and the plains, have proved capable of handling many 

kinds of weapons, from rifles, machine-guns to anti¬ 

aircraft guns and pieces of ordnance ; they created an 

extensive fire network dangerous for the enemy and 

recorded resounding exploits, bringing down American 

aircraft, capturing pilots and setting afire American 

warships. They have thus effectually contributed to 

the maintenance of security in their localities, while 
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playing their role as a shock force in communications 

and transport as well as in the development of pro¬ 

duction. 

All the services of the army and all the logistic 
offices and units fought with courage and worked to 

the best of their abilities ; they tided over all diffi¬ 

culties, lifted their standard in all respects and 

made an effective contribution to the fighting. 

The Viet Nam People's Army High Command 

expresses sincere gratitude and warm congratulations 

to the people and cadres in all regions, of all nation¬ 
alities and religious communities,to the cadres and 
employees in all branches, services and mass orga¬ 
nizations, for their solidarity with, and assistance to, 

the armed forces with which they shared the fighting 

and to whose build-up they made a devoted and 

unstinted contribution; for their steadfastness and 

courage in overcoming all trials and hardships, their 

lofty spirit of sacrifice and selfless dedication in serv¬ 

ing the front and strengthening the rear in every field. 

The working class, playing its vanguard role, showed 

creative abilities, constantly preserved and developed 

production, and valiantly took part in the fighting. 

The collective peasantry courageously overcame 

natural calamities and enemy destruction, produced 

well, fought well and purveyed the front with man¬ 

power and supplies. 

The revolutionary intelligentsia contributed their 

endeavour and talent to push ahead science, technol¬ 

ogy, education, public health, etc. so as to serve the 

fighting, production and the people’s livelihood. 
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The powerful “ Three Ready's” movement* among 

the youth and the seething “ Three Responsibilities ” 

movement** *** among the women, brought into play the 

ardent patriotism and the heroic mettle of the Ho 

Chi Minh younger generation and of the Vietnamese 

women, promoted their inexhaustible strength to 

defend and consolidate the rear, and actively assist 

and support the front. 

The Viet Nam People’s Army High Command 

expresses warm congratulations to all localities from 

the mountain regions to the plains and the towns, 

from the border to the far-off islands, for their 

worthy contribution to our people’s resistance against 

U.S. aggression, for national salvation. 

The Fourth Military Zone*'* fought valiantly and 

perseveringly and recorded glorious victories, deserving 

to be the front of the socialist North, the immediate 

rear of the heroic great front. 

VinhLinh, undaunted land, with its heroic Con Co 
island, firmly held out as the outpost of the North. 

Quang Binh, steadfast and courageous, resplendent 

with exploits, fought well, produced well, effectively 

* The “ Three Ready's” movement: ready to fight, ready 

to join the army, ready to go wherever the country requires 
them to and to defeat any enemy. 

** The 14 Three Responsibilities” movement: to assume 

production jobs while their husbands, sons and brothers 
are at the front, to take good care of their families so that 

the men can devote their heart and soul to the fighting, 

to stand ready to serve the front when necessary. 

*** The Fourth Military Zone : comprises the provinces 

between the 20th and 17th parallels. 
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served the front and led the other provinces in 
downing the highest number of American planes. 

Ha Tinh bent all its energies t.o carry out produc¬ 

tion and fighting, gallantly overcame all difficulties 
and hardships and achieved many exploits. 

Valiant Nghe An, with Vinh city shining with 
feats of arms, fought well and registered remarkable 
successes in production meant for the front. 

Thanh Hoa with heroic Ham Rong-Nam Ngan 
fought steadfastly, maintained the life lines linking 
the rear to the front, and made a worthy contribution 
in manpower and supplies to the resistance against 
U.S. aggression, for national salvation. 

Heroic Quang Ninh mining area got the better of 
the enemy right at its first battle and went on to win 
victory after victory. 

Haiphong port, valiant and determined to win, 
scored glorious victories and steeled itself in the 
fighting. 

Hanoi courageously encountered the enemy with a 
perfect coordination of its arms and dealt him stag¬ 
gering blows. Credited with resounding feats of arms, 
it fully deserves to be the heroic capital of a heroic 
country. 

The Northern zone, the North-Western zone, 
the provinces in the plains and the mountain 
regions, and the sea islands continuously fought 
and won, pushed ahead production and served the 
front, making a considerable contribution to the com¬ 
mon success of our armed forces and people. 
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On this occasion, the Viet Nam People’s Army High 
Command sends warmest greetings to the heroic South 
Viet Nam People’s Liberation Armed Forces and com¬ 
patriots. Under the glorious banner of the National Front 
for Liberation, they are stepping up their generalized 
offensives axrd uprisings with an irresistible impetus, 
determined to completely defeat the U.S. aggressors. 

The Viet Nam People’s Army High Command sin¬ 
cerely thanks the fraternal socialist countries for their 
extremely valuable and considerable assistance, and 
progressive people in the world, including those in the 
United States, for their deep sympathy and great 
support to our people’s resistance against U.S. aggres¬ 

sion, for national salvation. 

Our people's revolutionary struggle has recorded 

tremendous successes. Fine prospects, a most brilliant 
future and extremely favourable opportunities lie 

ahead. At the same time, grimmest trials on the way 

to final victory are to be faced. 

The American imperialists have suffered heavy 
losses in both parts of our country; their will of 
aggression has been shaken. However, very obdurate by 
nature, they have not yet given up their aggressive 
design. They are carrying on aggression against the 
South and committing no end of savage crimes against 
our fellow-countrymen there. They still harbour dark 
schemes and wicked and perfidious manoeuvres in an 

attempt to wreck the North. 

Our armed forces and people must resolutely put 
into practice President Ho Chi Minh’s teaching, ‘ * The 
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sacred duty of our entire people at present is to 
stiffen our determination to fight and win, our 
resolve to liberate the South, defend the North 
and proceed towards peaceful national reunifi¬ 
cation. 

“So long as there remains an aggressor on our soil, 
we must continue our fight and wipe him out." 

The duty of our armed forces is most heavy. Their 
function is to fight the enemy. Their responsibility is 
to defeat him, to achieve and safeguard the independ¬ 
ence and freedom of the fatherland. 

The Viet Nam People’s Army High Command calls 
on all officers and men : 

To heighten their will to fight and their revolution¬ 
ary vigilance, promote their fighting capability in 
every field, tide over all difficulties and obstacles, 
overcome all sacrifices and trials, display steadfast¬ 
ness, resourcefulness, courage and initiative, and fulfil 
every task entrusted by the Party and people with 
splendid success. 

Forward! Final victory will be ours! 

Hanoi, November 5, 1968 
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STATEMENT 

OF THE SOUTH VIET NAM 

NATIONAL FRONT FOR LIBERATION 

ON 
THE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF 

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PROBLEM 

Over the past fourteen years, in an attempt to ma¬ 
terialize their scheme to turn South Viet Nam into a 
neo-colony and military base of the United States, the 
American imperialists have carried out a policy of ag¬ 
gression, the most ruthless in history, against the Viet¬ 
namese people, grossly trampling on the independence, 
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Viet 
Nam which have been recognized by the 1954 Geneva 

Agreements. 

The U.S. imperialists have rigged up in South Viet 
Nam an extremely brutal puppet regime and tried to 
impose through fire and sword their domination on the 

South Vietnamese people. 

However, united millions as one, the South Viet¬ 
namese people have risen up valiantly and fought 
relentlessly and perseveringly against the aggressors 
and the traitors. Under the glorious banner of the 
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South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation and 
with the wholehearted assistance of their compatriots 
in the North, the sympathy and the firm and strong 
support of friendly governments and of the people 
around the world, the South Vietnamese people 
have won repeated, ever-bigger victories in their sa¬ 
cred resistance war. 

In ati attempt to stave off their complete defeat 
the U.S. imperialists have massively sent U.S. expe¬ 
ditionary troops for direct aggression against South Viet 
Nam while conducting a war of destruction against the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, thus perpetrating 
innumerable savage crimes everywhere in both parts 
of our country. 

But no brutal force can possibly save the U.S. aggres¬ 
sors and their henchmen from ignominious failure. 

Fighting with matchless heroism the armed forces and 
people in North Viet Nam have shot down over 3,200 
U.S. aircraft, defeating the U.S. war of destruction and 
iulfilling its duty as the great rear to the great front. 

The armed forces and people in South Viet Nam 
have foiled all the United States plans to intensify its 
war of aggression and, since early spring this year, 

have been continually attacking and simultaneously 
rising up dealing thunder blows at the U.S. puppets 

right in their hide-outs, recording unprecedented big 
victories in all fields, changing the war situation and 
further driving the U.S. - puppets into an irretrievably 
passive and deteriorating position. 

In face of the valiant and unflagging struggle and 
the victories of great significance in all fields of the 
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armed forces and people in all our country, and in 
face of the strong demand of the world people, includ¬ 
ing progressive people in the United States, the U.S. 
Government has been compelled to agree to and effect 
an unconditional cessation of the bombing and shelling 
of the whole territory of the Democratic Republic of 
Viet Nam. This is a tremendous victory of our entire 
people and of the peace-loving people in the world. 

This, however, does not mean that the United States 

has given up its aggressive design against Viet Nam. 
It is obdurately stepping up its war in the South and 
clinging to the puppet administration with the hope of 
maintaining their neo-colonialist rule there and prolong¬ 
ing the partition of Viet Nam. It stubbornly continues 
to encroach upon the sovereignty and security of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. It keeps demanding a 
price for its stopping the war of destruction in the North. 

The South Vietnamese people and the South Viet 
Nam National Front for Liberation resolutely demand 
that the United States stop once for all every 
encroachment on the sovereignty and security of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, put an end to its 
war of aggression in South Viet Nam, carry out all its 
pledges at the 1954 Geneva Conference on Viet Nam, 
and respect the imprescriptible national rights of the 

South Vietnamese people. 

The South Vietnamese people cherish peace. But 
that must be a peace in independence and freedom. 
Expressing this aspiration and resolve, and basing 
itself on its Political Program, the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation solemnly declares its 
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stand regarding the political settlement of the South 
Vietnamese problem as follows : 

1. South Viet Nam is resolved to struggle for the 
materialization of its sacred rights, namely, independ¬ 
ence, democracy, peace, neutrality, prosperity, and 
ultimate peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

2. The U.S. imperialists must put an end to their 
war of aggression against Viet Nam, withdraw all its 
troops and those of their satellites as well as all their 
war means from, and liquidate all U.S. military bases 
in, South Viet Nam. 

3. The internal affairs of South Viet Nam must be 
settled by the South Vietnamese people themselves 
in accordance with the Political Program of the South 
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, without 
foreign interference. A government of national union 
and broad democracy must be established, and free 
general elections must be held in South Viet Nam. 

4. The reunification of Viet Nam will be settled by 
the people in the two parts of Viet Nam step by step, 
by peaceful means and on the basis of consultations 
and agreements between the two parts, without foreign 
interference. 

5. South Viet Nam will pursue a foreign policy of 
peace and neutrality: no military alliance in any form 

with foreign countries, and establishment of friendly 

relations with all countries on the five principles of 
peaceful co-existence. Good neighbourhood relations 
will be established with the Kingdom of Cambodia on 
the basis of respect for its independence, sovereignty, 
neutrality and territorial integrity within its present 
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borders, and with Laos on the basis of respect for the 
1962 Geneva Agreements concerning this country. 

The U.S. imperialists are the aggressors In South 
Viet Nam. The South Viet Nam National Front for 
Liberation is the organizer and leader of the South 
Vietnamese people in their war of resistance against 
U.S. aggression, resistance which has won one victory 
after another. The Front is building and developing 
the revolutionary power of the South Vietnamese 
people. The Governments of many countries and 
the world people have recognized the Front and 
given it great support and assistance. The Front is the 
authentic representative of the legitimate aspirations 
of the South Vietnamese people and has full compe¬ 
tence to settle all problems concerning South Viet Nam. 

The South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation 
reiterates its complete unanimity of views with, and 
full support for, the four-point stand of the Govern¬ 
ment of the Democratic Republic of Vief Nam. This 
stand embodies the aspirations and will of the entire 
Vietnamese people, and forms the correct basis for the 
settlement of the Viet Nam issue. 

Now that the United States has unconditionally 
stopped bombing and shelling North Viet Nam, the 
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation firmly 
supports the stand of the Government of the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Viet Nam as is .expounded in its 
statement of November 2, 1968, aimed at finding a 
political solution to the South Vietnamese problem. 
After discussing with the Central Committee of the 
Viet Nam Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace 
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Forces and reaching unanimity of views with it, the 
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation agrees 
to the holding of a conference of four parties compris¬ 
ing the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the 
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, the 
United States of America and the Saigon administra¬ 
tion. At this conference the Front will raise the voice 
of the South Vietnamese people, the voice of justice. 

The present administration in Saigon is but a clique 
of traitors and henchmen of the United States ; it 
runs counter to the legitimate aspirations of the 
entire population of South Viet Nam. It has been 
strongly opposed by our people and spurned by pro- 
giessive people in the world. It does not represent 
anybody. The presence of the representatives of the 
Saigon administration at the above-said conference 
does not mean recognition of this regime by the South 
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation. 

Despite its obvious failure, the United States has 
not yet given up its aggressive design against Viet 
Nam. As for our people’s resistance, the nearer its 
victory, the more numerous its difficulties. Warmly 
responding to President Ho Chi Minh's sacred appeal 
of November 3, 1968, "So long as there remains an 
aggressor on our soil, we must continue our fight and 
wipe him out, ” let all our compatriots and all the 
combatants of the South Viet Nam People’s Liberation 
Armed Forces strengthen their resolve and fight 
perseveringly until final victory. Let us hold high the 
banner of victory, rush forward heroically and vigor¬ 
ously, enhance the mettle of continual offensive and 
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continual uprising to defeat the U.S. •war of aggres¬ 
sion, overthrow the clique of traitors, wrest back 
complete power for the people, and gloriously fulfil 
our sacred mission, namely, to liberate the South, 
defend the North, proceed toward the peaceful reuni¬ 
fication of the fatherland, and contribute to the 
maintenance of peace in Asia and the world! 

Soldiers and officers of the puppet army and 
personnel of the puppet administration, have a timely 
and clear appraisal of the situation, cross over to the 
side of the fatherland, join the people in fighting to 
save our country, your homes, and your own lives, 
against the U.S. aggressors and their henchmen. The 
National Front for Liberation and the people are 
ready to welcome you. 

The Central Committee of the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation calls upon all govern¬ 
ments, all organizations, all democratic personalities, 
and progressive people throughout the world, including 
those in the United States, to give vigorous support 
to the just stand of the Front and render more active 
assistance to the South Vietnamese people’s struggle 
against U.S. aggression, for national salvation, until 
its complete victory. 

South Viet Nam must be liberated! 

The Vietnamese people's struggle against U.S. 
aggression, for national salvation, will surely 

triumph! 

South Viet Nam, November 3, 1968 

4 — Viet Nam 
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STATEMENT 

OF THE VIET NAM ALLIANCE OF NATIONAL, 
DEMOCRATIC AND PEACE FORCES 

ON 
TFIE NEW SITUATION OF THE SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE 

Having suffered very serious defeats in its aggres¬ 
sive war in South Viet Nam, especially since early 
spring this year, and heavy reverses in its war of 
destruction against North Viet Nam, and confronted 
with strong protest from American and world opin¬ 
ion, the United States Government has been com¬ 
pelled to cease completely its bombardments on the 
whole territory of the Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam and to recognize the role of the South Viet 
Nam National Front, for Liberation in the future 
political settlement of the South Vietnamese problem. 

This is another great defeat for the United States 
and the Saigon administration in their unjust war 
against the Vietnamese people, a fresh tremendous 
victory for the Vietnamese people in both North and 

South, a victory for freedom, justice- and peace-loving 

people throughout the world. 
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Liberation is a great and the 
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principal fighting force of the entire South Vietnamese 
people’s national united front against U.S. aggres¬ 

sion. For this reason the Front, whose presence is 

necessary, plays a decisive role in any political 
settlement of the South Vietnamese problem. 

The Viet Nam Alliance of National, Democratic 
and Peace Forces always stands shoulder to shoulder 

with the South Viet Nam National Front for Liber¬ 
ation and vigorously backs all its policies on the 

battlefield as well as at the conference table. 

The Viet Nam Alliance of National, Democratic 
and Peace Forces acts jointly and maintains discus¬ 

sions with the South Viet Nam National Front for 
Liberation in a common effort to regain national 

independence, restore peace, build up the country, 

and bring about a free and happy life for the entire 

people as pointed out in the Alliance's National 

Salvation Manifesto issued soon after its founding. 

Though sustaining extremely heavy setbacks and 

forced to talk with the South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation, the United States is still stub¬ 

bornly pursuing a policy of war and neo-colonialist 

aggression in South Viet Nam. 

The Thieu-Ky-Huong administration has clearly 

shown its utterly cruel, traitorous and anti-popular 

nature when opposing the complete and unconditional 
cessation of bombardments on North Viet Nam by the 

United States; it thus sets out against the people’s 

aspiration for peace, for an end to the war, for 
independence, democracy and better living conditions. 

It continues massacring the South Vietnamese people, 
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countering all patriotic forces, trying its best to 

strangle all democratic liberties, feverishly pushing 
up forcible conscription, mercilessly repressing and 
plundering people in the areas still under its control. 
It represents nobody. The United States Government 
and its henchmen are impeding the realization of the 
legitimate aspirations of the people. The United 
States must be responsible for this. 

The Central Committee of the Viet Nam Alliance 
of National, Democratic and Peace Forces earnestly 
calls on the intellectuals, industrialists, traders, per¬ 
sonalities, youths, students, women, workers, peasants 

and other labouring people in the areas still under 
enemy control to fully realize the strong and winning 
position of our people, and the perfidious designs 

and manoeuvres of the enemy, to heighten their 

determination to fight and, together with the entire 
people, to dash forward toward new and greater 
victories. 

More than ever before, struggle resolutely under 
varied forms against massacre, repression, press- 
ganging, concentration of the population, plunder and 

demagogic measures; demand freedom, democracy 
and better living conditions, an end to the U.S. war 

3g£T®ssion, abolition of the puppet Thieu-Ky- 
Huong regime, formation of a government represent¬ 
ative of the people's aspirations for peace, indepen¬ 
dence, and democracy, and qualified to take part in the 

Paris talks to discuss peace, the ending of the war, 

independence and democracy, the destiny of the peo¬ 
ple and the nation. 
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The Alliance Central Committee calls upon officers 
and men of the puppet army and police, upon function¬ 
aries of the Saigon puppet administration to clearly 
realize the situation, timely rise up and join the 
people in fighting for the aforesaid demands and 
aspirations, in order to save the country, their fami¬ 
lies and their own self. 

The Alliance Central Committee warmly welcomes 
the great success of our Northern fellow-countrymen 
in defeating the American imperialists' war of des¬ 
truction. It warmly supports the four-point stand of 

the D.R.V.N. Government on the political settlement 
of the South Vietnamese problem and is firmly con¬ 

vinced that the blood-sealed bonds and militant 
solidarity between North and South will lead our 
people to complete victory. 

The Central Committee of the Viet Nam National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces once again expresses 
sincere thanks to the peace-, freedom- and justice-loving 

governments and people all over the world, including 
progressive people in the United States, and calls 
upon them to go on giving strong and all-round support 

to the just struggle of the South Vietnamese people 
until complete victory. 

South Viet Nam, November 4, 196K 
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

OF THE SOUTH VIET NAM NATIONAL 
FRONT FOR LIBERATION 

AND 
THE VIET NAM ALLIANCE OF NATIONAL, 

DEMOCRATIC AND PEACE FORCES 

On November 3, 4 and 5, 1968, a delegation of the 
Central Committee of the South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation and a delegation of the Central 
Committee of the Viet Nam Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces proceeded to an exchange 
of views on problems concerning the present struggle 
of the South Vietnamese people. 

Present at the talks were, 

On the side of the Front Central Committee: 

Lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho, President of the Presidium, 

Architect Huynh Tan Phat, Vice-President of the 
Presidium and Secretary General, 

Dr Pliung Van Cung, Vice-President of the Presidium, 

Chemist Ho Thu, Deputy Secretary General, 

Mr Ho Xuan Son, Member of the Secretariat ; 
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On the side of the Alliance Central Committee ; 
Lawyer Trinh Dinh Thao, President, 

Engineer Lam Van Tet, Vice-President, 
Professor Duong Ky, Secretary General, 

Dr Duong Quynh Hoa, Deputy Secretary General, 
Writer Thanh Nghi, Deputy Secretary General, 
Mr Le Hieu Dang, student, Deputy Secretary General, 
Professor Nguyen Van Kiet, member of the Stand¬ 

ing Committee, 

Mr Huynh Van Nghi, specialist, member of the 
Standing Committee, and 

Professor Le Van Giap, President of the Saigon- 
Cholon-Gia Dinh Committee. 

In an atmosphere of sincere solidarity and enthu¬ 
siasm for the unprecedentedly great and all-sided 
victories recorded by the South Vietnamese armed 
forces and people and with complete confidence in 
the final success of our great patriotic struggle, the 
two delegations surveyed the situation and exchanged 
views on general problems concerning the present 
struggle and the orientation of action in the immediate 
future to secure total victory. 

1. The two delegations observe that the 1954 
Geneva Agreements has recognized the independence, 
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Viet 
Nam, and laid down the date of free general elections 
throughout Viet Nam for national reunification. But 
the U.S. imperialists have wrecked these agreements, 
set up in South Viet Nam an extremely cruel adminis¬ 

tration in their pay and drowned in blood all patriotic 
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movements, and the movement for peaceful reunifica¬ 
tion of the South Vietnamese people. Their scheme 
is to achieve neo-colonialism in the South, turn it 
into an American colony and military base, and pro¬ 

long the partition of Viet Nam. 

Having vainly used the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist 
dictatorial administration to repress the South Viet¬ 
namese people’s patriotic movement, the U.S. impe¬ 
rialists started “special warfare” in an attempt to 
wipe out the revolutionary forces in the countryside 
with the help of a “strategic hamlet” system and 
set out to “search and destroy” the newly-built 

revolutionary armed forces in the South. 

When the “ special war ” went bankrupt, the United 
States massively despatched American expeditionary 
troops to South Viet Nam and switched to the 
“limited war” ; on the other hand, it fabricated the 
so-called “Tonkin Gulf Incident”, and impudently 
started a most barbarous war of destruction with air 
and naval forces against the Democratic Republic 

of Viet Nam. 

Clearly, U.S. imperialism is the wrecker of the 
1954 Geneva Agreements, the saboteur of peace in 
Viet Nam, the saboteur of its unity, the perpetrator 

of wholesale slaughter in both parts of our country, 
the most cruel aggressor in history, the breeder of 
tension and the wrecker of peace in Indochina and 

Southeast Asia. 

The administrations rigged up bj' the Americans 

in South Viet Nam, from the Diem-Nhu brothers to 
the present Thieu-Ky-Huong clique, are but a 

f 
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gang of puppets, lackeys and traitors who have sold 
out South Viet Nam to the United States and brought 
in American expeditionary troops to devastate their 
country and massacre their compatriots. It is an 
utterly reactionary and rotten regime which represents 
nobody and owes its survival to U.S. bayonets and 
dollars. The so-called elections held in a number of 
areas still under U.S.-puppet control aimed at giving 
this administration a “legal”, ‘‘constitutional ” veneer, 
were no more nor less than a farce performed fraudu¬ 
lently at the gun-point of the American aggressors 
and their agents. 

The U.S. imperialists having unleashed a war of 
aS6Jcr>sion, and deprived the South Vietnamese people 
of their independence and freedom, the latter must 
stand up to save their country and win back inde¬ 
pendence and national sovereignty. For the South 
Vietnamese or any other people in the world this is 
an inviolable right. 

The South Vietnamese people have successively 
foiled all tire United .States plans of aggression and 
recorded one victory after another. 

They have staged simultaneous uprisings and crush¬ 
ed the foundation of the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist dic¬ 
tatorial regime. 

they have frustrated the “special war” strategy, 
and liberated most of the countryside, the plains and 
the mountain regions. 

They have smashed two large-scale dry-season stra¬ 
tegic counter-offensives in the framework of the “ lim¬ 
ited war 
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.Since early spring this year in particular, turning 
to account the strength of their unity and winning 
position, the South Vietnamese armed forces and people 
have started generalized offensives and simultaneous 
uprisings in urban centres and rural areas, dealing 
fiercest blows at the aggressors and traitors, driving 
them into a seriously deteriorating situation and a 
blind alley, and scoring unprecedentedly great and 
all-sided victories. These victories have generated very 
important changes and extremely favourable conditions 
for the South Vietnamese armed forces and people to 

win complete victory. 

Confronted with the heroic and dauntless struggle 
of the armed forces and people all over Viet Nam 
and the firm demands of the world people, including 
progressive people in the United States, the American 
Government has recently to end unconditionally its 
bombing and shelling of the whole territory of the Dem¬ 
ocratic Republic of Viet Nam lhis is a serious set¬ 
back of the United States and a tremendous victory 
of our entire people and peace-loving people around 

the world. 
However, the United States has not yet given up 

its aggressive design. It continues intensifying the war 

of aggression in South Viet Nam, committing extreme¬ 

ly barbarous crimes, and prodding the puppet 
administration feverishly to conduct pressganging, to 
launch mopping-up operations, to make a frantic use 

of strategic B.52's, bombs, bullets and toxic chemi¬ 

cals in savage attacks against the surroundings of towns 

and cities, razing many rural areas, massacring en 

61 



msSe °lir compatriots, terrorizing and repressing all 
individuals and forces attached to independence, dem¬ 
ocracy and peace. The United States is still clinging 
to the lhieu-Ky-Huong puppet administration in the 
hope of maintaining their neo-colonialist rule and pro¬ 
longing the partition of Viet Nam. 

But the more stubborn it is and the more closely it 
sticks to the political corpses of the Thieu-Ky-Huong 
clique, the heavier and more shameful failure it will 
encounter. Its complete defeat in the war of aggression 
in South Viet Nam and the total collapse of the puppet 
administration in its pay are inevitable. 

On this occasion, the Central Committee of the South 
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation and the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the Viet Nam Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces warmly welcome the 
victoi ies recorded by our Southern compatriots and 
fighters in the liberated zones as in the areas still under 
U.S.-puppet control, in the towns as in the country¬ 

side, in the plains as in the mountain regions. Bringing 
to a pitch the heroism and creative talent of our people 
they have overcome all hardships, accepted all sacri¬ 
fices, fought without let-up, foiled every plan of aggres¬ 
sion of an extremely cruel enemy, and won glorious 
victories, ihey have proved worthy of the confidence 
of out people and our friends in the five continents. 

The Front Central Committee and the Alliance Cen¬ 
tral ( ommittee convey to their seventeen million 
Northern countrymen and to esteemed President Ho 
< hi Minh the most affectionate greetings of all the 
South Vietnamese people and fighters, and express 
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their unbounded gratitude to their kith arid kin in the 
North who have with might and main helped the South 
Vietnamese liberation revolution to defeat the enemy. 

They sincerely thank all the governments, mass 
organizations, democratic bodies and peace- and justice- 

loving people the world over, the Cambodian peo¬ 
ple and Government, the Lao people and the Lao 
Patriotic Front, progressive people in the United States, 
the personalities and intellectuals who have sternly 
condemned the U.S. imperialists’ crimes of aggression 

and war crimes in South Viet Nam, and warmly sym¬ 

pathized with, supported and assisted the South Viet¬ 

namese people in their just struggle for national liber¬ 

ation. 

2. The two delegations acknowledge as entirely judi¬ 

cious the objective set for the current struggle of the 

entire South Vietnamese people, namely, to bring 

about independence, democracy, peace, neutrality 

and prosperity and to advance toward the peaceful 

reunification of the country. 

In view of this objective, it is necessary to achieve 

broad national union, to rally all patriotic forces, res¬ 

olutely to defeat the U.S. imperialists’ war of aggres¬ 

sion to overthrow the puppet administration and 

set up a government of national union and broad 

democracy with the participation of representatives of 

all segments of the population, all nationalities, all 

religions, all patriotic political parties and forces, all 

patriotic personalities, all patriots. 
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These are the legitimate and deep aspirations of the 
ourteen million South Vietnamese, which have been 

turned into an iron determination. No brutal force 
no perfidious scheme can make them deviate from the 

stTndf StrUggle and depart from their Principled 

The general situation at present is very favourable 
to us and very unfavourable to the United States and 
its lackeys. Thoroughly grasping their set objective 
and ceaselessly bringing into play the factors of victo¬ 

ry, t e entire South Vietnamese people are resolved 
to march forward and will certainly win final victory. 

• ? ^ wCC °f thG U S- StePPed'nP war of aggression 
m South Viet Nam, the two delegations confirm that 

the present general task is to unite and ’mobilize the 

entire people, patriots and patriotic forces, resolutely 

and vigorously to impel the resistance against U.S. 

aggression, for national salvation, and score new and 

greater victories at any cost, to foil the U S. imperial, 

tlS Uai 0 a&gI'ession, to overthrow the Thieu-Ky- 
Huong puppet administration, to win complete victory 

liberate the South, defend the North and advance 

oward the peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

. S?Uth Vietnamese people’s aspirations are peace 
independence democracy and better living conditions/' 

le puppe administration — henchmen of the United 

nlbol" rP TnSt these aSpirations represents 
ody. It is the American imperialists and their 

agents who are opposing all correct solutions aimed 

at materializing the legitimate aspirations of the South 

Vietnamese people. The United States must be held 

entirely responsible for this. 

The two delegations resolutely demand that the 
United States Government definitively abstain from 
all encroachments on the sovereignty and security of 
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, that the United 
States end its war of aggression in Viet Nam, carry 
out all its commitments at the 1954 Geneva Conference, 
and respect the inviolable national rights of the South 

Vietnamese people. 

The two delegations fully support the four-point 
stand of the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam and its position as is made clear In the 
November 2, 19(18 Statement on a political solution 

to the Vietnamese problem. 

The delegation of the Alliance Central Committee 
fully approves and unreservedly supports the position 
of the Front on a political settlement of the South 
Vietnamese question and its decision to participate 
in the Paris conference as is announced in the Novem¬ 
ber 3, 1968 Statement of the Front Central Committee. 

The delegation of the Front Central Committee 
warmly welcomes and unreservedly supports the 

November 4, 1968 Statement of the Alliance Central 

Committee concerning the new development of the 

South Vietnamese people’s struggle. 

The two delegations hold that in the present situa¬ 

tion a correct political settlement of the South Viet¬ 

namese problem must be based on the following five 

points: 

t 
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a) South Viet Nam is resolved to struggle for llie 
materialization of its sacred rights, namely, independ¬ 
ence, democracy, peace, neutrality, prosperity and 
ultimate peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

b) The U.S. imperialists must end their war of 
aggression in Viet Nam, withdraw all their troops 
and those of their satellites as well as their war means 
from, and liquidate all American military bases in 
South Viet Nam. 

c) The internal affairs of South Viet Nam must be 
settled by the South Vietnamese people themselves in 
accordance with the Political Program of the South 
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, without 
foreign interference A government of national union 
and broad democracy must be established, and free 
general elections must be held in South Viet Nam. 

d) The reunification of Viet Nam will be settled by 
the people of the two parts of Viet Nam step by step 

by peaceful means and on the basis of consultations 
and agreements between North and South, without 
foreign interference. 

e) South Viet Nam will pursue a foreign policy of 
peace and neutrality excluding military alliance in 
whatever form with foreign countries and implying esta¬ 
blishment of iriendly relations with all countries on 
the basis of the five principles of peaceful coexistence, 
of good-neighbourhood relations with the Kingdom of 
Cambodia on the basis of respect for its independence, 
sovereignty, neutrality and territorial integrity within 
its present borders, and on the basis of respect for 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements, and with Laos on the 
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basis of respect for the 1962 Geneva Agreements 

concerning this country. 
The above stand reflects the iron determination of 

the fourteen million South Vietnamese people; it is 

consistent with the fundamental principles of the 1954 
Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam and with inter¬ 
national law. The South Vietnamese people, millions 
united as one, are resolved to fight along this stand 
to attain their set objectives at any cost. This correct 
stand will certainly enlist the sympathy and support 
of peace-, freedom- and justice-loving people all over 
the world, including progressive people in the United 

States. 

3. The two delegations hold that one of the most 
important factors guaranteeing the final victory is the 
strength of the solidarity and struggle of the entire 

South Vietnamese people. 
For this reason the South Viet Nam National Front 

for Liberation and the Viet Nam Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces will bend all their 
energies on the unceasing consolidation and broaden¬ 
ing of the nation-wide front of solidarity against 
U.S. aggression, for national salvation. 

In view of the supreme interests of the nation, the 
Front and the Alliance declare their readiness for 
joint action with all forces, all individuals who, 
though not yet affiliated to them, share the common 
aspiration to recover independence and national 
sovereignty, restore peace and bring about a happy 

life to the entire people. 
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The delegation of the Central Committee of the 
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation highly 
values the founding and activities of the Viet Nam 

Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace Forces 
and its contributions to the continual broadening of 
the unity and the reinforcement of the strength of the 
entire people in their resistance for national salvation; 
it declares its close co-operation with the Viet Nam 
Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace Forces in 
the piesent struggle against U.S. aggression as well 
as in future for national construction. 

The delegation of the Central Committee of the Viet 
Nam Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace 
Forces stresses its viewpoint which has been expound¬ 
ed in its National Salvation Manifesto: “The South 

\iet Nam National Front for Liberation is a patri¬ 
otic force credited with great contributions to the 

mobilization, organization and direction of the resist¬ 
ance to foreign aggression over the recent years; it 

must be present at the settlement of all problems 

concerning South Viet Nam. The Alliance declares 
itself engaged in joint action with the Front in the 

struggle for the recovering of national independence, 

the restoration of peace, national reconstruction, and 
a free and happy life to the entire peopie. ” 

It declares its full approval of the external line 

and policies of the South Viet Nam National Front 

for Liberation, warmly welcomes the successes record- 

ed by the Front in this field and entirely subscribes 

to its position regarding the recognition of, and res¬ 
pect for, the independence, sovereignty, neutrality 
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and territorial integrity of Cambodia within its pres¬ 
ent borders. 

In view of the survival of the nation and the strug¬ 
gle for national independence, democracy, peace and 
social progress of the world peoples and of all nations, 

the Central Committee of the South Viet Nam National 

Front for Liberation and the Central Committee of 

the Viet Nam Alliance of National, Democratic and 

Peace Forces call on the entire South Vietnamese 

people and fighters in the towns as well as in the 

countryside to unite as one man, to overcome all 

hardships and accept all sacrifices, to bring into full 

play their strong and offensive position, to make 

strenuous efforts, resolutely forge ahead, launch con¬ 

tinual attacks and rise up powerfully with a firm 

determination in order to register new and greater 

victories on both the military and political planes, 

defeat the U.S. imperialists’ war of aggression, over¬ 

throw7 the Thieu-Ky-Huong puppet administration 

and march forward toward complete victory. 

Let the overseas Vietnamese enhance their patri¬ 

otism, turn to the beloved fatherland engaged in 

resistance to foreign invasion and make worthy 

contributions to the present fight of our entire people 

for national salvation. 

Let the officers and men of the puppet army, 
policemen and functionaries of the puppet adminis¬ 

tration in the South clearly realize the present situa¬ 
tion, timely decide on their own destinies, choose 

the glorious path, leave the ranks of the aggressors 
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and traitors, and together with the people wrest back 
cur independence and freedom. 

The Central Committee of the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation and the Central Commit¬ 
tee of the Viet Nam Alliance of National, Democratic 
and Peace Forces appeal to all governments, mass 

organizations and democratic bodies, peace- and justice- 
loving people throughout the world, the American 
people, to strongly support their correct stand and 

give more active help to the South Vietnamese people’s 
i esistance to U.S. aggression, for national salvation, 
until complete victory. 

The Front and the Alliance undertake to unceasingly 
strengthen sincere solidarity and close co-operation 
between the two organizations now in the struggle 
against U.S. aggression, for national salvation, and, 
later, in national construction. They regard this as the 
steady basis to ceaselessly consolidate and broaden the 

national united front, one of the fundamental factors 
guaranteeing the final victory of our national- 
’iberation struggle and the successful building of 
our country into a prosperous one. 

Cruel and justice-flouting U.S. aggressor im¬ 
perialism will certainly be defeated ! 

The South Vietnamese people will certainly 
win complete victory! 

Let all our compatriots and fighters valiantly 
march forward! 

South Viet Nam, November 5, 1968 

70 

PRINTED IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 

Distributor: 
XUNHASABA 

32, Hai Ba Trung Street, Hanoi 

t 



Distributor : 

XUNHASABA 
32, Hat Ba Trung Street 

Hanoi — D.R.V.N. 

PRINTED IN THE DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 


